Would  hesitate  over  making  a pro- 
test to  a largc  eountry  in  any 
event. 

That  a ny  poHtleal  motivation 
lies  behind  the  "Russian  hail"  is 
most  uniikeiy.  This  somehow 
makes  the  phenomenon,  it  it  if 
aetuaily  a weapon  of  war,  more 
terriFying,  Il  has  an  impersonaU 
emotionless  quality  that  dtsregardi 
human  values  which  have  been 
painfully  buiit  up  through  tbe  cen* 
turies. 

It  resembled  the  actions  of  tht 
Soviets  in  the  fall  of  1939,  when 
thousands  of  Poles  fled  into  Rus- 
sia  to  escape  from  the  Nazis.  Many 
of  t hem  were  professional  men 
and  Intellectuals  with  their  fam* 
ilies.  They  were  put  in  forest 
eamps  in  the  riead  of  winter  witli 
pitif ully  inadequate  clot  hing  and 
food,  and  they  died  m an  avera  g* 
of  three  weeks.  There  was  no  spo- 
eial  h ost  ili  ty  to  w ard  these  people, 
but  there  was  no  plaee  for  ihem 
lo  g o and  in  the  camps  they  con- 
trlbuted  little  work  before  they 
died. 

BEARING  OX  the  mystery  of 
the  flying  bombs  is  a mistmder- 
standing  as  to  what  happened  on 
Ihe  isl and  of  Peenemunde,  whieh 
was  one  of  the  chief  centers  for 
German  experiments  with  rockets. 
In  this  cölumn,  in  the  Redder'# 
Digest  and  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States,  it  has  been  widely  printed 
on  what  seemed  good  information 
that  installations  at  Peenemunde 
were  destroyed  by  bombi ng  at- 
tacks. Thal  is  not  true.  The  Unit- 
ed States  strateg  i c bombi  ng  sur- 
vey  de  term  ined  that  very  little 
damage  was  done  at  Peenemunde. 

From  ot  h er  sourees  I have 
learned  that  the  Rus  sians  look 
Peenemunde  almost  intaet  They 
also  ca  p tu  red  a nurnber  of  Ger- 
man scientists  who  were  active  in 
promoting  guided  missile  and 
rocket  research. 

The  United  States  got  its  shart 
of  these  scientists.  many  of  whora 
are  now  in  America.  But  the 
Soviets  also  shared  in  this  stränge 
spoil  of  war  and  their  captured 
scientists  are  now  said  lo  be  work- 
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ing  for  t hem.  These  experts  may 
be  teachxng  the  Russlans  what 
they  know  and  that  may  be  the 
rxplanalion  for  the  mysterious 
R re  Works. 

Psychologists  do  not,  of  course, 
discount  the  remarkable  sugges- 
tibility  of  the  human  mind  in  pe- 
riods of  great  stress.  Before  tht 
rise  of  Nazism,  with  its  sinister  ac- 
companiment  of  mass  hypnosis.  we 
liked  to  t hink  we  were  llving  in  an 
age  of  reason  and  could  not  be 
touched  by  spells  and  hysteria  that 
Form  er  ly  swept  whole  populations. 
In  tbe  year  1000  large  numbers  of 
Europeans  became  convineed  that 
the  World  was  ending  and  stränge 
forms  of  mass  hysterin  occurred 
throughout  the  Continent. 

Perhaps  the  ''Russian  hail'*  wa* 
[}  only  a stray  meteor  oi  two  magni- 
Red  by  trafic  fears*  that  fe  ed  on 
the  myster  i es  of  Science.  llow 
many  years  must  pass  before  we 
can  hope  to  see  the  peoples  of  the 
world  back  to  anything  like 
1 normal? 
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